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The seminar, titled "Role of Millets in Rural Development," aims to illuminate the
transformative potential of millets in fostering sustainable and inclusive growth in
rural areas. Chhattisgarh state has introduced the Millet Mission, envisioning
increased income for farmers in Vananchal and tribal areas, giving a new identity to
the region. This initiative will also generate employment for farmers, women's groups,
and youth through millet processing and value addition. Kodo, Kutki, Ragi, Tau, efc.
are cultivated in 20 districts of Chhattisgarh. The 'Millet Mission' launched by the
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister aims to boost minor millet production, and set a target
crop production area of 1.17 lakh hectares for the year 2022-23, compared to the
previous 69,000 hectares. Millets, renowned for their nutritional richness and
adaptability to diverse climates, possess the potential to enhance food security, bolster
farm resilience, and promote economic stability in rural communities. These crops
offer numerous advantages, from boosting agricultural biodiversity and reducing
environmental impact to creating diversified income opportunities. Additionally,
millets play a vital role in addressing malnutrition, contributing to the overall well-
being of rural populations. The processing and value addition of millets will further
contribute to employment for farmers, women's groups, and youth. This initiative
aims to empower rural communities, providing them with valuable tools for self-
sufficiency, improved livelihoods, and a more resilient future.

On February 10, 2024, a one-day national seminar on the “Role of millets in rural
development” was organized at Government Rani Durgawati College, Wadrafnagar.
This seminar was sponsored by the Chhattisgarh Council of Science and Technology
Raipur. Dr. S.N. Pandey (Professor) from Govt. Rajiv Gandhi P.G. College,
Ambikapur was the chief guest and representative of Department of Higher Education,
Govt. of Chhattisgarh in this seminar. Dr. P.K. Ghosh (Professor) from the
Department of Economics, University of Allahabad, Allahabad (U.P.), Dr Shakuntala
Misra National Rehabilitation University, Lucknow (U.P.), Dr. Anil Sinha from Govt.
Rajiv Gandhi P.G. College, Ambikapur (C.G.) and Dr. Rajesh Choukse (Semor
Scientist) from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Surajpur (C.G.) were the keynote speak
this seminar.
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In this seminar, the students took the initiative to organize a comprehensive millets
exhibition, showcasing a diverse array of millet varieties including kodo, kutaki, ragi,
tau and more. Through engaging presentations and informative displays, they
meticulously elucidated the significance of millets, delving into their multifaceted
benefits. Participants were enlightened about the nutritional richness of millets,
highlighting their role in promoting health and well-being. Moreover, the students
expounded upon the agricultural advantages associated with millet cultivation,
shedding light on their resilience to diverse environmental conditions and their
potential to enhance agricultural sustainability. Overall, the exhibition served as a
platform for disseminating knowledge and fostering awareness about the importance
of millets in both dietary and agricultural contexts.
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Dr. J.N. Pande, Dr. Umesh Pandey. Dr. Rahin Pandey. Vineet Gupta, Shri Premchand
Yadav, Shri Shyambihari Yadav, along with the Principal of the college, Shri Sudhir
Kumar Singh, Assistant Professor Dr. Toyaj Shukla. Shri Jagdish Khushari. Dr.
Balram Sahu. Librarian Shri Pankaj Kumar, Sports Officer Shri Ashok Ekka. Guest
Faculties. JIBS Faculties. College Office Staff. local dignitaries. and college students
were actively participated in this seminar.

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

Registration & Breakfast (09:00 AM- 09:30 AM)

Welcome speech by Dr. Toya Shukla
Inauguration Session Lamp lighting & Inaugural Song

09:30 AM-10:30 AM Inaugural speech by Mr. Sudhir Singh. Principal
Inaugural speech by Chief Guest Dr. S.N. Pandey
Chairperson: Dr. S.N. Pandey

Co-Chairperson: Mr. Vinit Gupta

Technical Session-1 Resource person: Prof. (Dr.) Anamika Choudhary
10:30 AM-11:45 PM Title: Millets of SDGs

Paper presentation by Participants

Tea Break (11:45 PM- 12:00 PM)

Chairperson: Dr. J.N. Pandey
Co-Chairperson: Mr. N.K. Dewangan

Technical Session-2

L2 30 BN ULATEDE Resource person: Dr. Rajesh Chouksey

] Title: Millets Farming
Lunch Break (01:45 PM- 02:30PM)

Chairperson: Dr. Punit Rai
Co-Chairperson: Dr. Umesh Pandey

Technical Session-3
02:30PM - 03:30PM Resource person: Prof. (Dr.) P.K. Ghosh
Title: Shree Anna of Amrit Kaal

Chairperson: Dr. R.B. Sonwani
Co-Chairperson: Dr. Rashmi Pandey

Technical Session-4 Resource person: Dr. Anil Kumar Sinha
03:30PM — 04:30PM Title: Millets and Rural Development

Paper presentation by Participants (Online and Of
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Cultural event
Closing specch by Mr. Sudhir Singh, Principal
Vote of thanks by Mr. Jagdish Khusro

Valedictory Session
04:30 PM- 05:30PM

This seminar was meticulously organized according (o the outlined schedule,
comprising four enlightening technical sessions.

First Technical Session:

Chaired by Dr. SN. Pandey, and Dr. Anamika Choudhary, Professor from the
Department of iconomics at Dr. Shakuntala Misra National Rehabilitation University,
Lucknow (U.P.), this session commenced with an insightful lecture by Dr. Choudhary
on the pivotal role of grains in sustainable development. Delving into their historical
significance and diverse types, she provided a comprehensive understanding of their
importance.

o

T e

Second Technical Session:

Dr. J.N. Pandey chaired this session and Dr. Rajesh Choukse, a Senior Scientist from
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Surajpur (C.G.), served as the speaker. Dr. Choukse's
presentation extensively covered various aspects of grain cultivation, including
different grain types, their nutritional benefits, and the application of scientific
methods in cultivation practices.
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Third Technical Session:

Dr. Punit Rai chaired this session, during which Dr. P.K. Ghosh from the Department
of Economics at the University of Allahabad, Allahabad (U.P.), delivered an insightful
lecture on the role of grains in rural development. Dr. Ghosh elaborated on the
significance of superfoods, providing detailed information on their nutritional
composition and highlighting their potential in combating various health issues such
as diabetes, high blood pressure, and obesity.

e

Fourth Technical Session:

Dr. R.B. Sonwani presided over the final session, featuring Dr. Anil Sinha from
Government Rajiv Gandhi P.G. College, Ambikapur (C.G.), as the keynote speaker.
Dr. Sinha's comprehensive lecture focused on the historical evolution of grain
production and development in India, offering a comparative analysis between ancient
and modern practices, thus providing valuable insights into the trajectory of grain
agriculture in the country.

In the fourth technical session, a diverse array of participants, including research
scholars, postgraduate (PG), and undergraduate (UG) students, had the opportunity to
share their innovative research endeavors through dynamic PowerPoint presentations.
The session was characterized by a vibrant exchange of ideas and insights, as each
presenter offered unique perspectives and findings within their respective fields of
study. Additionally, embracing the digital era, several participants seized the
opportunity to contribute to the seminar remotely, utilizing virtual platforms to deliver
their presentations. This hybrid approach not only facilitated broader participation but
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Principal Mr. Sudhir Kumar Singh commenced the closing session by expressing his
gratitude to all participants, faculty members, and distinguished guests for their active
involvement and valuable contributions throughout the seminar. Furthermore,
Principal Singh extended his appreciation to the Chhattisgarh Council of Science and
Technology (CCOST), Raipur for their generous sponsorship, which played a pivotal
role in organizing the seminar and facilitating meaningful dialogue on critical issues in
the field of sustainable development.

At the end, Mr. Jagdish Khusro, on behalf of the organizing committee, delivered the
vote of thanks. He expressed sincere gratitude to Principal Singh for his inspiring
closing remarks and to all the speakers, researchers, scholars, and students for their
active participation and valuable contributions. Mr. Khusro acknowledged the
enlightening presentations and discussions that characterized the seminar, highlighting
their role in sparking meaningful dialogue and fostering intellectual growth. Special
recognition was given to the Chhattisgarh Council of Science and Technology
(CCOST) for their invaluable sponsorship, without which the seminar would not have
been possible. Mr. Khusro also extended thanks to the organizing committee, support
staff, and all individuals involved in ensuring the smooth functioning of the seminar.

To add a delightful conclusion to the event, students from our college showcased their
talent with a vibrant folk dance performance. Their energetic performance added a
touch of cultural richness and left the audience in high spirits.
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List of participants and beneficiaries

A total of 209 participants actively engaged in this seminar, representing diverse
regions including Chhattisgarh and various other states across the country such as
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Uttarakhand, and more. Among thc?se
participants, there were 68 esteemed faculty members, contributing their expertise
and insights to the discussions. Additionally, 25 research scholars enrichec.i 'the
seminar with their cutting-edge research findings and perspectives. The remaining
participants comprised students, eager to expand their knowledge and contribute to the
intellectual discourse. Together, this diverse gathering of participants added dePth and
richness to the seminar, fostering vibrant discussions and fruitful exchanges of ideas.
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Government Department Benefit

Various Higher Education Institutes like Agriculture Institute and various other
Universities and Colleges where research and PhD programs on economics,
geography, agriculture, botany, zoology, genetics, and various other relevant subjects
are running directly benefitted from this national seminar as various thrust area of
millets and their impact in rural development has been discussed by the resource
persons, research scholar and participants.

Agriculture Development and Farmer Welfare and Bio-Technology Department,
Government of Chhattisgarh, emerged as a significant beneficiary of the scminfir. The
insights gained from the seminar will aid the department in formulating p(?li.czles and
programs to promote millet cultivation, improve agricultural productivity, and
enhance rural livelihoods in tribal areas.
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Outcome and Recommendations

The One Day National Seminar on "Role of Millets in Rural Development" aimed to
shed li.ght on the importance of millets in promoting sustainable agriculture,
enhancing rural livelihoods, and addressing food security challenges in tribal regions.
These are outcomes of the Above-mentioned national seminar:

ers, and policymakers in agriculture

e The seminar featured notable experts, research
d the

and rural development, offering insightful presentations that elucidate
importance of millets in rural economies.

e Attendees, comprising students, faculty, farmers, and representatives from
government and non-governmental organizations, actively participated in sessions
discussing millet cultivation techniques, nutritional benefits, market potential, and
policy support.

e Participants discussed policy interventions needed to promote millets as a
sustainable agricultural alternative. Recommendations included enhancing
research and extension services, offering financial incentives to farmers, and
integrating millets into government nutrition programs.

e The seminar highlighted community involvement in promoting millet cultivation,
focusing on empowering local communities, particularly tribal farmers, through
capacity building, market linkages, and value addition activities.

Thus, the seminar provided a platform for stakeholders to exchange ideas and chart a
roadmap for leveraging millets in rural development. It emphasized the urgent need
for collaborative efforts from government agencies, academia, civil society, ar;sb

private sector to integrate millets into agricultural policies and practices.
é

3
Based on the deliberations and insights gained during the seminar, the foltgdu ns

recommendations are proposed:

e Strengthening research and development efforts to enhance millet varieties'
productivity, resilience, and nutritional quality.

e Capacity building initiatives targeting farmers, extension workers, and other
stakeholders to promote millet-based agriculture.

e Establishment of market infrastructure and value chain development initiatives to
ensure fair prices and market access for millet farmers.

e Integration of millets into government nutrition programs to address malnutrition

and promote food security in rural areas.

*

uxi‘y

Recommendations

‘ééﬂt.g j\

{

Overall, the seminar served as a catalyst for fostering dialogue, collaboration, and
action towards leveraging the potential of millets for rural development in tribal

regions.

=

< er Organizing Secretory
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