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TSAITas Feu=d Political Theory

COURSE OUTCOMES
Theory is the starting point of any social sciences that is why political theory is almost
universal in BA part one syllabus of political science.Therefore it is pertinent to make
students acquainted with proposed course to the students with fundamental theories of
political science.Basic Knowledge of impartant concepts such as Liberty, Justice,
Citizenship, Representation, rule of law . Role of political theory to understand political
science and political life as well.

COURSE SPECIFIC OUTCOMES

After completion of the course, the student shall have a fair idea about

CSO | The meaning of nature and scope and scientific instinct of political science .

CSO | The state as a core concept of political science . lts evolution theories and
2 relation with individuals .

CSO | The role of liberty and the question of equality in democracy . Evolution of
3 democracy and its theories .

CSO | The concept of constitution, separation of powers and theory of representation.

CSO | The functional machinery of electoral democracy like pelitical party system and
5 pressure groups. Role of State as welfare agency , and as an agency of social

change .
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Unit 1

Meaning definitions of political science - traditional and modern, importance of the study
of political science. Power, Authority - meaning, characteristics, types . Legitimacy -
concept, relationship of power, authority and legitimacy. Study methods of political science
Traditional and modern. Behaviouralism and post-behaviouralism.
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Unit 2

State: Concept, Development of State, Essential Elements. Various theories of slate
origin, Theories of state, Marxist, liberal, neo-liberal, pluralist, feminist. Role of the state -
Public welfare state.
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Unit 3

Sovereignty: Meaning, Definition, Characteristics, Principles of Sovereignty: Legal or
Monistic and Pluralist. Pluralism : Meaning ,Features . Rights : Meaning, lypes major
Theories, Duties. Freedom: Meaning Types, Positive and Negative Theory of Freedom.
Equality : Meaning type and relation to freedom. Democracy : Meaning definitions
Principles of democracy. Necessary conditions for the success of Democracy. Major
challenges before democracy. Merits and demerits . Direct democracy.
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Unit 4

Forms of Government: Unitary and Federal, Parliamentary and Presidential. Dictatorship.
Organs of Government . Legislature, Executive and Judiciary. Theory of Separation of
Powers and Checks and Balances. Constitution : meaning and kinds. Theories of
representation and Electoral Process. Fascism, Totalitarianism .
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Unit 5

Public Welfare State. Party System: meaning, kinds, major theories, merits and demerits.
Pressure Groups: meaning, kinds and technique. Social Change : meaning,
characteristics, theories. Feminis. Concept, main approaches to feminism. Nationalism:
concept, major dimensions .

Suggested readings
1. M.P. Jain (1985} Political Theory, Liberal and Marxian, Authors Guild Publications, Delhi.
2. S.P. Verma (1992) Modern Political Theory, Vikas Publishing House, Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi.

3. R.C. Vermani (1997) An Introduction to Political Theory, Gitanjali Publishing House, New
Delhi.

4. Rajeev Bhargava and Ashok Acharya (eds) (2017) Political Theory: An Introduction,
Pearson, New Delhi.

5. C. McKinnon (ed.) (2008) Issues in Political Theory Oxford University Press, New York.

6. A. Swift (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Students and Politicians,
Cambridge Press.

7. R. Dahl, 1. Shapiro and A.J.Cheibub (eds.) (2003) The Democracy SourceBook,
MassaChusetts: MIT Press, Cambridge.

8. O.P. Gauba (2014) An Introduction to Political Theory, MacMillan Publishers, Delhi.

9. Andrew Heywood (2015) Political Theory: An Introduction, Palgrave Macmillan, London. ,
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10. Andrew Shorten (2016) Contemporary Political Theory, Palgrave Macmillan, London.
11. David Held {ed.) (1991) Political Theory Today, Stanford University Press.

12. Sushila Ramaswamy (2015} Political Theory: Ideas & Concepts, PHI Learning Private
Limited, Delhi.

13. Adi H. Doctor (1985) Issues in Political Theory, Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi
14. A. C. Kapoor (2009) Principles of Political Science, S. Chand Publishing, Delhi.
15. Eddy Asirvatham & K.K. Mishra (2010) Political Theory, S. Chand Publishing Deihi.

16. Vidya Dhar Mahajan (2013) Political Theory (Principles of Political Science), S. Chand
Publishing, Delhi.
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Note: Students may consult online Research Articles from JSTOR, swayam, mooc google
scholar, google website and other related online websites.
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Indian Government and Politics

COURSE OUTCOMES

Proposed course acquaints the students with values and the struggle of national
movement . Explains constitutional development as backdrop of Indian constitution
. This course makes students familiar with knowledge and execution of the Indian

constitution and political system .

COURSE SPECIFIC OUTCOMES

After completion of the course, the student shall have a fair idea about

CSO | The values and importance of freedom struggle and constitutional development
1 in the making of Indian constitution and evolution of our democratic system and
substantive democracy .
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CSO | The basic features , fundamental rights , directive principles of state and
2 amendment process of the constitution.

CSO | The constitutional provisions and functioning of the union executive and
3 legislature.

CSO | The constitutional plan of the Judicial system of the country and state
4 executive.

CSO | State legislature to the election commission of India, electoral democratic
5 processes like caste-politics interaction . communalism ctc .
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Unit 1

Non-cooperation Movement, Civit Disobedience Movement, Quit India Movement.
Constitutional Development of India Acts of 1909, 1819 and 1935.
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Unit 2:

Constitution of India :Preamble, features, Sources. Schedules,citizenship.Fundamental
Rights and Duties, Directive Principles of State Policy. Constitution Amendment Process.
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Unit 3;

President, Vice President, Council of Ministers and Prime Minister. Federal Parliament
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. Supreme court - Organization Functions, Powers, Judicial
Review. Judicial Activism. Election, comptroller and auditor general .
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Unit 4:
Legislature, Executive: Governor, Council of Ministers and Chief Minister. State High
Court - Organization , Functions, Rights.
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Unit 5:
Center State Relations: Legislative, Financial, Administrative Comptroller and Auditor
General. Union and State Public Service Commission. Major issues of Indian politics
Caste, religion, Panchayati Raj system. secularism.

Suggested Readings
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